94                  ONE MAN'S INDIA
India." Never were there more peoples
brought together under one political
system, peoples at every stage of evolution
from that of primitive man to that of the
twentieth century. Apart from the Census
officials, who handle some queer stuff,
there are persons in the pay of the Govern-
ment whose business it is to report for the
benefit of anthropologists on the multi-
tudinous castes and tribes of India. I
knew one who was anxious to obtain
accurate measurements of a certain ob-
scure jungle tribe, and with endless
patience and tact camped about in their
tract of malarious jungle, offering all sorts
of bribes for even one man and one
woman of the tribe to come in for ten
minutes and be measured, though an
average struck from one of each sex would
be something of an oddity. All his efforts
were in vain: the tribe did not altogether
get out of reach, and it exhibited no hos-
tility, but it receded about half a day's
march beyond the limit of each march he
made. At last, in despair, he decided to